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'THE REPUBLIC: SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 14, 1902.

FRICAN GIRL SAVE

THE
ONLY

URVIVOR OF MONT BLANG DISASTER

Dispatches Told, Reached Her.

(e =4

VERE CAREWE Chanced to Be Climbing to the Grand Plateau, Mont Blanc, With a Party of Seven Persons When the News of the Disaster, of Which the Cable
She at Once Headed a Rescuing Party and Had the Satisfaction of Pulling Out One Man Alive.

At

(X

o 5

—— e ———

=
F L

A =
e DA

—

Boe T

We left the
n 3 K ik esar Zurich,
r.-‘ 1 £ o mb 1 ont Blane,

¢ sight in our party, among them
=, Doctor Alfred Smith, Mra
The rest were French-
whom we had mel at

vealf

i Germans

Om Baturday afternoon at 1, when we had
reached a height of 1000 feet, we mel A
pumber of Swiss on the way down, who told
us quite casually that some twenty-four
hours before they had passed Henri
dult and Joseph Staeling, weil-kinown Aips
ciimbers, accomoanied by & Fulde and car-
rier. The two gentiemen, they sald, fourd
&n oy grave during the night dving of the
frost and cold, whils the!r asslstants were
now trying to reach a place of safely.

Some of our party felt fnclined to returmn
ediataly, but we Americans persuaded
to continue, if only te bring aid 1o the
ors of the disaster, who doubtless
clothes, stimulants, Iif mot phys-
medical help., As for myself, I had
& woman's feeling, that we wers needed,
that we must go on even If the weather
conditions higher up Were ever so discour-
aging

FIRST TRACE OF

THE DISASTER.

Aun
alan-

At the end of an hour more I happrord J

to Le n the lead of the party, whan sud-
denly my eye was attracted by an ice
pick and ax sticking out of the deep mnow
Every experienc=d mwouniain climber knows
what that means—no ane joses this integral
part of one's eqguipment lest he has to.
1 beckoned to my friends to hurry thelr
ascent, and upon thelr arrival we enguged
in a systematic lnvestigation, soon to dis
cover a trall on the mountaln side whera o
body seemed to have glided or rolled down,
The evidenos struck terror Ilote our hearts,
t r a

i into the interior of the mouwmtain,
sy here ] suggested that we form
3 exploring party, secured by ropes,
ing the smallest of the lot 1 was pent
. the rope being secured arcund my
1 1o hoks and eyves in the girdies
g fellows. Our gulde a Bwiss of her-
culean bulld, brought up the rear, leaning
% iron-pointed “wtoci™ 1f elther of us
teried to fall those coming after had
to pull him or her up. while the gulde beld
on for dear Jife, brucing himseif aguinst the
rocks

Tha Incline we faced was & snow fleld he.
tween two mighty rocks, running apeak for

several miles it scemel We wore forced

to take It &t an anequal gate, f = =leap-
Dess made un lose control of our limbs tUme
and agnin. Investigation showed thay the
body, or whataver else glided down, bad
bounded ower two brosd crevices, Al the
other alde of the rd gap ihe gliding
MArks ceased abruplly. Tois Limaey
then, had proved & Mmeueniouin,

BODY OF MAN LYING
HBAD DOWXNWARL,

We removed tie rupes from our 1iem
and tha carrier elffefsd (o dive inte he
black hole—for a conskleration, of cogise,

for "Bo chay, o Bwiss. ' When the
had lowdfed Lim about % feet he eal
out that hes had found sometlhing A mine
ute later he aboutled that i was Lhe body
of a man, lying head downward

He worked over {1 for quite a whils end
then signaled thal we musi send dewn
gulda, oo, as be couidn't manage alone,
The gulde was then dispatched In the
SAmmd maAnner, and thome two med remsinsd
In the bowels of the mountiln for over an
bour—the body was stuck fest between the
ridges and would be removed only Inch 3
h oand by sacrificing part of the clot
YWhen finally it was brought to Mght r
servants recognised 1t as that of s man of

i

thelr cwn class, one of the most pepular i

Mont Elanc district, cnly

ere of
-1
e,

chllaren.
As this man had acompanied

Merara
Mandult and Stasing. cur gulde thourht
the body of the part)’'s gulde st
be neir. Coussequentily we sok up Lhe

senrch anew, Investizating all Lthe crevices
on the toute cne after another, but with-
out result. Whils thus engaged a resculng
party, conslsting of six guldes came up.
They had been sent cut hy the authorities
of Chamonix, and we left It to them Lo
continue the search wWhils we prooeeus « up-
wanrd to look for the fre men and bring

them aid, i such was silll possible We
bhad no sooner reschsd ihe “Grand Pla-
tesy” now an joce wilderness., when We saw
two bodics the scow, one bying {ace

piher remsining in 2 sitting

the gloved
Dostor Bmith
concluded that

downward, the
posture. arms axteruied 2and
bands grasping pleces of ke
made an fovestigation and

death had overtzksn the fwo men more
than sixteen hours, or prebatly stdl
longer, af0- Al the same time We D ticed
traces of foelsteps, leading east from the

bodies, which seemcd to tuvor the idea that
the missing gulde mizht be In the neigo-
borhood, dead or alive

The search on the frozen snow beds and

and leaving a wife and several |
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ever joe-clad rocks was one of the most
| sxrausting and periious
| ever engaged in. After an hour my hands
and knees were brulsed and blesding in @2
| dozen places from falls, and the clathes of
all of us were In tatters
finally dfscoversd ths spot where the fool-
prints ceased—at the edge of a4 lurge erev-
for. While we were making preparations
to send down the carrier, Inarticulate cries
rose from the bottom of the pit
tmagine our suryrise. The man searched
for was alive then, or balf alive.
“Are you alive down there™T™

tUun that a 103 He “hnew

encugh te fasten it "round his belly ™
| FOULITE UNFORTIUNATE
| CALLED FOR LONGER ROFR

We ment down our strongesiy smergency
rope, sevenily-fve feel long only 0 be e
warded by a Bood of ealhs, TIF
huven't got & longer rope, gu bomée and et
me die tn peace,” thundered the polite un
fortunate. We at once tastensd 4 Bunired
foot rope 10 the Bret, but (e signal “hail’
came ohly when lhe end Was pretty Bearly
reached.

Five minutes later there was a ory “en
haut™ (el uplh We pulvd and pulled
It was hard woerll, not oaly for the wonen,

e

but for the mesn, too
As the body nesved the surface. bluemh
smoke nrose ahove it While hoisted from

the livibg grave th's hardy moontameer

! was smoking a pipe. iil# first words were.

“*Tobacco and & kirch™ iu strong Hguur,

“but don"t be all day about 1.

; We bedded him on blankets, admin w e il
the desired stimulnnts and prepare
a fire by his side

I “I am not hurt™ he

| hands and fees don't

1 to lig

agld. “onlg
se¢m right ks

i the evel

| Bret Bibh Gur employers remmaried that

Yud |

low; he 170"t fee! his terrible Injusl-s

Hin head and face were a mase of bruleis
four of his fingers had Aropped off. amy
tated by Jark Frosi, ar tie feet were in |
& terrible condition: Do Smith fea he |
will lose them After warmng cp = bit
and partaking of soms meoat. hea T
the fire, he asked for his filond the r-
rier, and tears rolled down bls face nbhes
he heard that he was dead As Lo ihe |

vthers—he knew i
STORY OF THE ACCIDENTS
TOLD EY GUIDE

Here i9 the intrepid man's stury of the

dimnster. 1 took it down in shorihand
“We lefi ‘Les Grand Mulets' gt 1 oclock |
in the afternoon. beading for “Caba™

! Baliot.” where our masters derired to reach
b=fure night. But at 5 o'clock a ter -
storm broke out. The wind was so power-
ful that we were to Qanger of being blown
down the mountain side, and 1 advised 1

| dig a hole in the snow and remaln under
aheliter until the worst was over,

“But our employers woukin't bear of It

“I rav't g0 2 step further,” he moansd
with a bresking volce I belleve 1 am
£ Come. Blane give me vour hand
fSd tell me that | am frgiven. 1 pee pow
o wi & sorry predicament my obstinacy
bed Forgive me, friends. all of you™ As
| 1 kreeled 1t hi= »jde, the poor msn em-
me. kirsed me and never lot go
whea we lified his arms
i ipin my shoulders
ETAELING EXFRED
AS HE SANK INWN.,

" nelther would they consent to turn lack

Mr. Hapdult cspechully was wuy

i

undertakings I | In his refusal He thought, appareatly.
that my warnings wers dus to cowanrdics
Then, of course, I decided to show Mm the
stoff 1 was made 2f. 1 took the lend again
However, we | and walked abead In the face of the mgihng
storm, sccompanied by fog so denss that 1
couldn’'t see the Alpenstock I had in my
hand.
“Pretly soon 1t becams evident that we
You may | had lost our way. Whils we thought we
| mere marching towards Cabans Ballot, we
woere making for the Grand Piateu, as I
cried OUT | now see. Finally, even M. Handult got

gulde through & tube formed of his lm- | encoph, and auoscunced that he was willing
| mense hands | to s~+k & refuge But by that time we were
indeed, yor back f | piready too fgeble to dig & baole, and the

cheery volce In Swies-| = “You | rest of our sitength went out n futile at-
suppose m calling for | tempis 1o bury at least ocur lower Nmbs

Ume afler another ench sank down, mean-

“Will one man suffice to bring you uwp™ Ing pitecusly, and the rest of the night was
The man below made sutne Felerence 10 | thus spent o & bed of loe, 12300 foet abeve

of the seu.

“Towards 4 In the morning [ poticed
the heavens were clearing. the wind
w Bt sulsided, whils the cpld lcressed in
tens s Jur those reasons | demanded
That we procesd without dJelay. After
making a repe-train. we set out, and
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Cur lhe ciroumstancss walhing was
them the workd of good as it
blood citvelate In gue's veing
sipmted the awhul af
frem which we bad wu
B gis

“1 wa'ked ahesd the Frenchman
hind me ond we pad not mede
W paces when 1| felt myself
wards by the rope 1 turned
Masdult 1o his fesl, encouraging
lest | kvcw how and reminding
the troulle was of bin own
had umely warning. He 3
bis nimost, but after lea more paces oried
“halt

5 ii!
gt jhit

“AL thls moment 1 sounded my ropeating
walch: W was fust four, When Mr. Bizel-
Ing =aw what had happened, he began to
rail his eses next he was seized by @
laughing fit. them bhe cried and raved The
carrier and mys~lf tried In vain to guiet
him: when we jpersisted he attacked us
tearing our bards and clutching at our

ful the paroxism soon passed off.
sxhausted and he al-
lowed himeelf to be lnd awayr.

“He m ome ten or fN=em Steps for-
ward swared from one side To
the ot and Tell In his trackes expicing
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as he lowmn. We carried bim to the
spot where hix friend was and worked over
him for two hours; It was of no use. Fin-
My, we decidcd to leave the bodies, go
home and report to the authorities what

|

|anl

had happened. Y
found that we hadn't ihe sirength to gird
curselves with the rope We must have
stumbled aboot the glacier-labyrinth for &n
hour or mare, probably walking in a circle
like horses suflering from biind staggers.
At 7 o'clock. jJust after I Bad scunded my
watch, I felt the ground give way under
me. 1 fell and fell, and =il 1 feil I
thought 1 was fulling 1o the center of the
earth After 1 reached the lowest depths,
1 heard the carvier call me by name i
had just strength enough to reply: ‘1 am
all dght; nothing brokem; get thee to the
Grand Mulets and fetch help.

“On the way there my poor,friend met
death. = = *

1 asked Blane about his =enmations= dur-

ing the fall This Is his extraordinary
stutement
“1 reckon that my descent Into the moun-

tain insted five or nix seconds, but it woukl
take me two hours to describe the that
and feellngs 1 underwent during this sh
space of time and all my thaughts, ne
tinne and hdeas were thoroughly consiste
coberent. not mixed up and juml
up a® in dreams

-d
First, I saw the posm-

Ten to one I will be a dead man UpoR
arrival at the botiom.
myself nilve and consclous, I
taks some of the vinegur-sther
Jeaving home, 1 placed in
A good thing, 1 mused to
where It 1= 1 would be
for it if it was still in mYy
I used to carry IL

SOME THOUGHTS WHICH
FILLED HIS BRAIN.

“7 will take two or three drops
sther om my tongue, 1 continued
thoughts, That will revive
me from taking cald.
stiek? Ah, that may be

and Legides it &5 o beautiful alpenstock.

wiil keep . And. true enough I

a* they might

1 reachad for them,

irtended
“Thus

As we ross to go, we bility of my fatse I calculated to mysalft

Then 1 thought that It might be well

1 spent several or may ba only

WHERE DEATH IS THE CLIMBERS PINNAC

—>=8{ ALPINE SACRIFICES TO PURPOSELESS AMBITION.

WEITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPURLIC

In their a=savits upom the higher slopes
of the Alps a great army of tourists suffer
eich Year a larger percentage of iosses than
Mive troope In many famous batties During
prisent scason the desth roll of the
Alps has grown 1o an sppalling Jength,

Among ita victims are Ipcluded men promi-
gent In aclence and In soci=ty. Volunteers
for 15 hazardous undertaking have never,

bowever, been moOre numerg
1husiastic,

Judged merely by actual atatistics, Alpdce
climbing ls too evidenily as an exercise the
most periloss pursued in the name of pleas-
ure, The deaths me! by Apine adventurerg
ure. besides likely to be sudden and violent
They must face the possildiity of bDeing
dusxhed down hundreds. even thossanda of
fee: lnto some corevams, of belng over-

Us Or more en-

in these wild region ta die a miseralilas
desith, from starvation, Searchers for the
Pole tace fewer and less tarrifying dangern

The loss of mounizin climbers has become |

familiar in 2} the great summer resorts of
the Alps 1t has hecome 80 common ia

meny places that the news merely casts a |

pessing shadow upon the gaiety of the
vicinity.
enpearance of a group of hiack dots mow-
ing fearfully down ths mounialr sides. Teo
tha Inexperienced ere the group means
nothing but the guides are quick to detect

evidence of an accident
The news spreads gaickly, untll every
glass In the place I fooussed wpom 1he

fainl, wavering lne traversing the pasa
Often the anxicus crowd must walt bours
before the news can be jearned. Thep a sad
littie procession, bearing the dead, finally
arrives, and the death roll of the Alpe I8
found to have been increased A few dars
Iater omé OF more 1ombs have been added o
the bare Nitle graveyard om the mountain
side, and the next day a crowd of tourists,
larper and more enthusiastle than the last,
will probably start vut merrily 1o face the
same 4ROEYT.

The fatalities of last peason were twioe
as many as thoss of the year before.
present scason promises to establish
another record. The statistics will speak
themselves. They may be accepted
tirely reliable, since they emanate from
Admton Club, which Is et Jkeiy 1o exag-

|
|
l
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gerate, 1o say the isust. the dangers of this
exarcise. Incicentalls the ot pallishes
at the end of every srason a bulletin
deaths reported in the Alps, with the names
and Nl particalars, dwelling particulariy
upon the dangers to Lo avoided In the fa-
lure. =
During the seascn of 181 thers were 119
deathe reported In the Swiss Alps alons due
to mountain climbing accidents. This wus
double the tks =ame

regton for the previc J1 is im-

| possiile 10 tell how many pefsons were en-

geged o ciimbing the higher piaks, bot the

| pumber is. ef course, comparatively small—

pet more than & few thousands &7 mogy. In

| mauy decisive battles in thq Boer war,

where tens of thousands were engaged. the
mctual jos3 was somewhatl lesa It is esti-

| rmated that several tfmes last year's nom-

ber of tourists are now engaged in search-

| ing the same pecks and (acing the mmwe
whelmed by avalaches, or evem bLeing lost |

| ported from
| region thereabout :
but its dangers appear 1o be de- |

The pews la first hearided by the |

dangers

The greatsst number of fatalities are re-
Chemoun! and the peneral
The Msaterhorn claimed
several,
creasing. Since it was first congusred and
its summit was reached some sixty-five
years ago, the famous mountain bas lored
several hundreds to thelr death. Zermstl
and the Upper Rbein Valley have

| added their guota, but the regiom atracts

comparatively few tourists, Mont Blane haws
been rendered comperstively safe by the

buiiding of thauﬂny.ullhd-uu-_

vn [t slopes are now fewer in mumber.

of the |

also |

appailing record for zny singls :
scction was that of the Swiss Alps during |

e

i by Americans, and, as Is inevitable, sevesal
! deaths from this number hive been adied
to the long list of mountain fatalities i
| Every year fwitzerland is becoming more |
and more the holiday ground of Europe, and |
Incidentally of America as well, and |
indications polnt 1o An Increass io the nUm-
ber of fatilities iz the future

Whiie the greatest cumber of fatalities oe- |
cur each season in the Swiss Alps the Savey |
Alps rank next io the order of danger and
the pumber of fatalitles Stati=gics rhow
that the Itallan Alps are In the third pisce
in this estimate

The grim Alps are no respecters of per-
sons. The grewsome iecorus contaln the
names of men of all classes from peasants
to noblemen Many of the mowt expert
guides. whose skiil has made them famouns
in their calline annually meet desth in the
same way. During the last tea years the
records show that for every 0 mnen killed

the

en will be found .

The most recent addition to the Jong ol
of deaths in the Alps occcurred bu:‘ two
weelis ago. The vietim, M. Emile Dunant,
was the curator of the Archasological Mu-
seum in Geheva. and a man of workd-wide

taken (Il near the summits of the moun-
tains ard abandoned by their companions,
who were obliged to retreat alone in order
te save themselves

The createst number of deaths among
climbers has been caused each yesar by
slipping. The bulletine !ssusd by the Al

pine Club would Indicate that fully throe-

e

fourthe of all the fatalities are Jue to this ! that a moment's cespation of vigilance mar
hold gpon the |
fally dreaded since 3 man who |

The cllmbers are constantly being reminded

of the neceselly of wearing proper shoes In |

resnit of

tra pr op-

many cass, of ~ourse, this i= the
carciessréss The men wear shoes
erly supplled with cleats, or
outstde of the path

8o imminent is the peril In many places

| silps
they wandsr |

3, S

CaUse 3 mas W lose his

ping I8 sapec

smooth ioe and xo =liding to his death, Slip-
obe Or maors |

is very likely 1o drag

of his companions with him In his fall

The mex! greatest danger. according to
the recorda. i of death from avalanches

| All the experience and skill of the

mountaln guides s not sufficlest
this danger. The t of the
masses of snow and ice s so
oftenn there is not time to escape,
party s overwheimed in an et
high altitudes of the mountaing,
often exert o fatal effect upon weak

HOW A WOMAN SHOULD THANK A MAN:

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC
“Please don't™ The man's valce was
palned with embsrTassment
“Ch, but it was so kind of you™ Iinsisted
the woman, He shuffied his feet and grew
redder.
“It was mothing at allL™ be stammered
"Butummrh-wmt--t:,n:
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stupid servant Mke
you have a much subtler, more intelligent
and accurate one, the langudge of the hu-
man rye” It conveys In shorthand a whole
volume of emo'lons—and gratitode s an
emotion that loses itw best value whea
transiated by the tongue™

“But If you den't say anything st all the
benefactor is jikely to misunderstand '

*Oh, of course, you must say a little, &
wery little, however—and the man wiii be
0 much more comfortable than tf you over-
whelmed him with a delupe of vociferocs
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BY ONE WHO

EPIGRAMS IN DIALOGUE.

The following “Pouguet™ is picked from

fa certain families for generations
and then it skips & gonerstion—"The
Rogue's Comedy.”

Ladies’ like bills of exchange, are allowed
:l-s much pleamater :-u.-:
are g ™Y

“Her Own Rival™ d

HAS DONE SO..dul

“Put what Is the ves of emploving & | plenty of men who ke better to recelve &
human speech when |

%

What is It sabout widows that is se ab
tractive” Man i» & nervons -
ture of precedent—and a first husband 8
precedent—"The Late Mr. Costelle.™

long the young Orfental was the
bulldings, monumMEnts, W

dining and reviewing, snd everywhers
went bhe was struck by the same

s




